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Nature and aspects of English Language Acquisition

Language faculty

All children learn not only the basic systems and subsystems of their language but also
how to use them appropriately (i.e. they acquire not only linguistic but also communicative
competence) before they are three years old. It is eminently possible to engage in a meaningful
conversation with a three year old on any subject that falls within her cognitive domain. It
therefore seems obvious that in addition to the rich and caring exposure that they receive, normal
children may be born with an innate language faculty as Chomsky has argued. The awareness
that there is an innate Language Faculty has two important pedagogical consequences: given
adequate exposure, children will acquire new languages with ease, the focus in teaching should

be more on content than grammar. (Syllabus for Language Teaching, NCF —2005).
Second Language Teaching/ Learning

As we have seen above, children (with the help of the language faculty) learn one or more
languages when they are exposed to them and when they have opportunities to work with them. This
is an unconscious process called ‘acquisition’. But when it comes to learning a second language like
English, they fail miserably. In fact, it is not their failure; it is our failure. The reason for our failure can
be found by a careful analysis of the classroom procedures we use to teach English and the belief
system behind adopting those procedures. For example, teaching the alphabet, words, phrases, sentences
in that order presumes that the language acquisition is a process of linear growth, which is not true.
Though learning a second language is different from acquiring the mother tongue, if we can
mimic the process of acquisition, along with explicit teaching, the teaching/learning of English
will be very effective. According to Brown, second language learning is a process in which varying
degrees of learning and acquisition can both be beneficial, depending upon the learner’s own

styles and strategies.
Important guiding principles of language acquisition
e The human child is genetically endowed with a language system namely Universal Grammar [cf.
Chomsky]; what we conceive as language acquisition is the unfolding of this innate system.

» Language acquisition progresses in a spiral or cyclic mode and not in a linear and additive

mode.

o Imitation has very little to do with Language Acquisition; what apparently looks like imitation is

the reflection of intuitive construction of linguistic knowledge by the learner.

» Language is acquired not through repetition but through recurrence of linguistic facts in need
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e Language is acquired not through isolated words and structures but through clusters of linguistic

expressions involved in the reception and production of discourses.

e Language is not just the totality of the four skills [LSRW] but the inner competence manifested

in the performance of these skills.

o Language acquisition always progresses from whole to part and not from parts to whole. This
necessitates a holistic treatment of language which has to be ensured by giving discourse level

inputs to the children and helping them produce appropriate discourses as output.

e Language acquisition can take place only in a collaborative environment [cf Vygotsky, Bruner]
where the child gets ample opportunities to get involved in interpersonal and intrapersonal

communication.

o Thereis always a period of silence in the process of acquisition. Once the child is cognitively

and physiologically ready, output is always greater than input.

e Thereis no fixed order like simple to complex or complex to simple in language acquisition.
Parents, relatives and friends do not check their speech for simple and complex sentences
before they talk to children.

e Children internalize the meanings of the words through contexts in which they are embedded,
participating in meaning making process.

e Grammar is not a route for developing primary or usable knowledge of language, but it can
serve as a tool for increasing the language repertoire and for understanding the construction of

text “rhetoric” and argumentation.

¢  Children can produce an infinite number of sentences with limited and known vocabulary as the

situation demands.

e Children need a comprehensible and challenging input. Comprehension is essentially a mental
process. There may be several things that help an individual while she is listening to other
languages (things like the context, the communicational expectancy, familiar words, gestures

and so on)
Learning outcomes

SCF defines class-wise learning outcomes in terms of discourses both in oral and written forms.
Each discourse has its own hierarchy of indicators which cut across areas like listening and responding,

reading and understanding, conventions of writing, vocabulary, grammar and creative expressions (oral

and written).

The following are the targeted oral and written discourses, through these it is possible to address
the others aspects of academic standards ie listening and responding, reading and understanding,

conventions of writing, vocabulary and grammar.
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Targeted discourses with indicators/ features

Conversations: contains dialogues with five to ten exchanges - proper sequence of exchanges-
sustaining the conversation with social norms - discourse markers (well, precisely, etc.) - dialogues apt

to the context - appropriate cohesive devises - voice modulation

Descriptions: description of objects/ things/ persons creating vivid images - variety of sentence
forms - proper sequence of the ideas - personal reflections on the event or person- appropriate cohesive

devices.

Poems/ Songs: suitable structural patterns — rhyme scheme — specific patterns (rhythm/ structure/
metre/ music/ theme etc.) - expressing emotions and reflections —use of images, thoughts and feelings

- use of figures of speech - assonance and alliteration -point of view.

Narrative/ Story: sequence of events and dialogues —evoking of sensory perceptions and emotions

- images, setting and other details - use characterization — coherence - point of view

Diary: expression of personal reflections, thoughts and feelings — use of variety of sentences- use

of language appropriate to the mood - self criticism and future plans - point of view- coherence

Letter: appropriate language to the context - appropriate format, layout and conventions —

expressing ideas sequentially - use of persuasive language - maintaining coherence

Messages/ e-mail/ SMS: relevant ideas to the context — maintaining brevity —use of conventions,

layout and format — appropriate language to the content and context.

Notice/ Poster/ Ads/ Invitation: occasions and purposes showing the context details of venue,
date, time, salutation, invitation, programme - persuasive language - organisation, layout and design —

maintaining brevity —design and graphics —rhythm in language (for ads).
Slogans/ Placards: appropriate to the context - maintaining brevity and rhythm.

Play/ Skit: dialogues relevant to the context with emotions and feelings - stage directions, movements
and settings - dramatic conflict: beginning, rising actions and ending — reference to costumes and props

—dramatisation - theatrical performance like dialogue delivery, actions, stage sense, costumes, etc..

Compering: arrangement of the programme sequentially as required by the context — presenting
the background - highlighting the persons and the events - reviews and reflections relevant to the
context—use of polite and entertaining expressions - following the conventions of the stage - use of

spontaneous language in a lively manner —modulation of voice in an appealing way.
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Choreography: identification of the main theme and stanza wise themes - bringing out a single
and multiple themes - identification and sequences of actions of the protagonists (main characters) —
identification and sequence of actions of the chorus —maintaining proper layout of script— performance

of the actions of the protagonist and the chorus.

Essay (All types): title, introduction, thesis statement, body and conclusion — appropriate
paragraphing with main ideas - supporting details and examples —organization of ideas and use of

cohesive devices - maintaining coherence - point of view.

News report/ Report: appropriate headline - lead sentence (five W’s) - body of the news -
organisation and use of cohesive devices —coherence - reporting style (reported speech, passivization,

appropriate tense) - point of view

Speech: making speeches/ talks contextually - organisation of ideas —use of argumentative /
persuasive/ interactive language to substantiate views and ideas — use of discourse markers — citation of

examples, quotations, etc - coherence, voice modulation and body language.

Review: stating the context of the review (story/ novel/ drama/ essay/ film) — highlighting and
commenting on certain features of the item reviewed (e.g. characters/ theme/ setting/ events/ turning
points etc.) — brevity - citation from the text to substantiate the point. (authenticity) - making personal

impressions —maintaining coherence.

Debates and Discussions: expression of ideas as main points and sub points — presentation of
arguments in a sequential order - citing suitable examples, quotations, and evidences — defending one’s
own point of view and rebutting opponent’s point of view — use of discourse markers for agreeing,
disagreeing, substantiating, enumerating, etc.. —use of polite expressions respecting other’s views —use

oflogical and emotional appeals.

Biographical sketch/Profile/Autobiography: Details of the person - presentation of relevant
ideas and information - organization of the data— interpretation of data and drawing inference - reflections,
thoughts and feelings - anecdotes, events, achievements - point of view - organisation and the use of

cohesive devices — maintaining coherence and flow.

Interview: Initial interaction — purpose — maintaining boundaries — length of the interview —
closed, open and hypothetical questions — questions apt to the context — maintaining social norms —

discourse markers — appropriate cohesive devices — voice modulation — closing of interview.
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Class: X
Total Periods: 220

)

s, 258

YA

¢ -e{

ENGLISH - YEAR PLAN

TLP Periods: 185-190

Expected outcomes at the end of the year including discourses targeted:

Subject: English

1. Involvement of children during the transaction of all components of all units.
2. Children should be able to listen and express their views and ideas freely during the interaction
in different stages of classroom transaction.
3. Children should be able to read and comprehend the reading texts given in the textbook and
beyond the textbook individually and collaboratively.
4. Children should able to use appropriate vocabulary and grammar in oral and written discourses.
5. Children should be able to produce oral and written discourses i.e., conversation, description,
songs/ poems, narrative/ story, diary, letter, message/ e-mail/ SM'S, notice/ poster/ invitation/
ads, slogans/ placards, skit/ play, compeering, choreography, essay, news report/ report, speech,
debate/ discussion, bio-sketch/ profile/ autobiography, interview etc.
Month wise Action Plan
Unit Theme of | No. of Periods Strate TLM/ Programmes/
No. the Unit Required gy Resources Month Activities
Interaction, Textbook Elocution. essa
P , Whole Class Activity,|  Charts June i > ©38aY
1 Dersolna ity 30 Individual Activity, Blackboard July ’ WHTHRE on environ-
evelopment Group Activity, Newspaper ment
Feedback. clippings
Int;rilcti(in, Tixtbook Elocution, essay
. Whole Class Activity,|  Charts writine and quiz on
2 | Witand 25 Individual Activity, Blackboard | August sancd
Humour . occasion of
Group Activity, Newspaper Independence Da
Feedback. clippings P Y
Interaction, Textbook .
I Whole Class Activity,|  Charts Debat.e and quiz, on
3 Ru;n?n 2 Individual Activity, Blackboard  |September occasion of Teach-
clations Group Activity, Newspaper ers Day
Feedback. clippings
Interaction, Textbook Elocuti
Fil d Whole Class Activity,| Charts ocution, cssay
4 Tlhms an 2 Individual Activity, Blackboard writing or.1 occaswp
catre Group Activity, Newspaper October | of Gandhi Jayanthi
Feedback. clippings
P SR eEaine SEHNE : ‘
9 g% AN > w 82 A i
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Unit Theme of | No. of Periods Strat TLM/ Programmes/
No. the Unit Required ey Resources Month Activities
Interaction, Textbook Essay writing and
Social T Whole Class Activity,| Charts quiz on occasion of
5 | Soctal Issues 20 Individual Activity, Blackboard [November| Children’s Day
Group Activity, Newspaper
Feedback. clippings
Interaction, Textbook
Bio-diversit Whole Class Activity,| Charts
6 lo-diversity 24 Individual Activity, Blackboard | pecember| Theatre activities
Group Activity, Newspaper
Feedback. clippings
Interaction, Textbook Essay ertlng and
Nati d Whole Class Activity,| Charts . . ¢
7 D? lon.im 20 Individual Activity, Blackboard | January |94 onl occasion 0
tversity Group Activity, Newspaper Republic Day
Feedback. clippings
Interaction, Textbook Essay writing and
Whole Class Activity,| Charts quiz on occasion of
8 | Human Rights 2 Individual Activity, Blackboard February | National Science
Group Activity, Newspaper Da
Feedback. clippings Y

Teacher Reflections

H.M Suggestioins/review
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